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By SARAH DUFFIELD

PROPOSED changes to
the baby bonus scheme
have been given a caw-
tious welcome by South
East community agencies,
along with a waming the
changes de not address the
underlying issues impact-
ing some disadvantaged
families.

Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd this weel announced
a planned alteration to the
baby honus scheme, which
currently delivers $4187
to parents after the birth
of a child, increasing to
$5000 per child in July
this year.

Under the proposed new
changes, parents who are
drug addicts or problem
gamblers will receive the
payment as vouchers for

always parents with drug
and gambling problems.

“Possibly it should
be the same system for
everyone - vouchers and
not cash.”

While the proposed
changes may alter the
issue of inappropriate
spending of the bonus,
Mr Foggo said it still did
net change the underly-
ing issue of the perceived
problem parent.

“Vouchers for essential
items such as prams,
nappies, baby furniture,
rent, electricity bills and
food will go some way
to put the needs of the
child first, but it does not
address the root causes of
drug and gambling issues,
nor family violence that
impacts on the welfare of
children,” he said.

“Tt is equally important
to allocate funds for the
treatment and education

essential programs
items such for these
as nursery ‘ We have to families
i 5 . where
nappies, find a way parenting
rent, slec- issues,
tricity bills 10 educate drug,
or foad. alcohol,
The the people gambling
intention and family
is to ensure to gEt out of violence
the money the system are preva-
cannot be lent.”
misused of drug or St
and is only ’ Vincent de
gpent on alechol abuse Paul state
items which f resident
will benefit -iokin B'Souza thn
the child. D'Souza
The planned change was also concerned the
could potendally also allow  voucher system did not

women who are victims of
domestic viclence to ask
for the bonus to be paid
in veuchers, to prevent
abusive partners taking
or controlline the money

solve the primary issues
of drug or alcohol abuse
or gambling.

“If they are given vouch-
ersthey will find the money
for Ariies somewheraalsa ™
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IFirst ime: parents Tim.and Tabitha, Castlemaine;, with four week oid Eva,
h_avs’re!_aine'd_ part of thieir baby bonus for fture baby essentials.
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Windfall eases financial burden

THOUGH it has been the cause of
much debate since its infroduction
in 2001, the Federal Government's
baby bonus scheme has proved

ta be a welcome windiall for

many parents who say the ane off
payment is necessary o ease the
financial burden of having a child,
particularly a first child.

Having a baby can be a costly
experience, with medical bilks,
clothing and nursery furniture
just some of the many additional
costs o be incorperated into
the daily budget, which afready
includes essential debts such as
martgages, groceries and fuel bills.

Parents have alse found the
payment-hansticial as they
readjust io: life .z single income,
with many new mothers forced to
eease work after the birth of their
chitd. - .

First timier parants Tahitha and
Tim Castlemaine said:the baby
bornus they received, after the birtth
of daughter Eva four weeks ago,
went to paying off essential items.

“We had.doctor's bills, they
seemed to- build up, and then we

ftad to. pay a couple of electiigity
bills and things like that as {'ve had
fo stop working,” Mrs Castiemaine
said.

The couple spent around $2500
on baby items before Eva was
born and said they were fucky 10
raceive lots of items of clothing
from frignds after her birth, which
halped to reduce their immediate
exXpenses.

However, they know the
sxpenses will not stop any time
soon, which is why the remainder
of their meney has been put away
tor future medical treatment and
clothing for Eva.

“She will stilt need new clothes
in the future, she's growing out of
things so quickdy, so that maney
is still sitting there tor when she
needs thosa new-things,” sha said.

Mr Castlemaine said many of
their friends who had recently had
chilgren had also used the baby
bonus for similar items.

“Most of our friends had-to go
out-and buy items like baby car
seats, capsules and cots, and
they're not cheap;” hesaid.




